
June 1, 2015

Dr. Thomas F. Schutte, President 
Ms. Helen Matusow-Ayres, Vice President for Student Affairs 
Pratt Institute 
200 Willoughby Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11205-3802

Dear Dr. Schutte and Ms. Matusow-Ayres:

As a Pratt alumnus with over 25 years of professional design experience, I am deeply disappointed with the Institute’s 
decision to hold a competition for the design of a new Pratt Athletics Department logo. This contest combines two 
practices that are harmful to the design world and the Pratt community: crowdsourcing and speculative work. 

It is imperative for you to understand that by asking designers to work for free, you are exploiting them. This is at  
best a poor lesson for Pratt to be teaching students, and at worst contributing to a practice that is damaging to the 
industry that these young professionals are entering, and in which they are expected to compete.

The top professional organizations for designers denounce the practice of spec work as highly unethical. AIGA  
maintains that it, “diminishes the true economic value of the contribution designers make toward client’s objectives1,” 
and the Graphic Artists Guild warns that, by engaging in it, professionals, “risk losing anticipated fees, expenses,  
and the potential opportunity to pursue other, rewarding assignments2.”

I would much rather see this as a project for what was called The Design Corps when I was at Pratt. Created and taught 
by the late Professor Charles Goslin, a select group of the Department’s top Graphic Design students worked under 
his direction to complete projects such as this. They were compensated by course credit, the invaluable experience 
of his mentorship as they worked with an actual client, and whatever stipend the client agreed to. A credit course that 
amounts to an in-house studio, comprised of a dozen or so of Pratt’s top Graphic Design students, is much different 
than soliciting a group of several hundred professionals to submit their best work for free, on the chance that one of 
them will receive only a fraction of the project’s fair market value. 

I’m very disappointed in Pratt for validating and engaging in the unfair practice of speculative work, to the detriment  
of its students, alumni, and faculty. Please cancel the contest, and conduct this project ethically and fairly. That is how 
Pratt Institute should represent itself, and how its community deserves to be treated.

Sincerely,

Joseph Caserto 
ComD ’92

1 AIGA Position on Spec Work: aiga.org/position-spec-work
2 The Graphic Artists Guild, The Code of Fair Practice for the Graphic Communications Industry, Article 29: graphicartistsguild.org/

tools_resources/the-code-of-fair-practice-for-the-graphic-communications-industry1


